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This newsletter provides an overview of the concepts your child will be working on this trimester. 
It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home.  Please feel free to contact your 
child’s teacher with any questions.   

Reading  
At school, students will… 

● Read at or above level R by the end of trimester 2 
(see sample on the next page) 

● Use details and examples to draw inferences from 
nonfiction texts 

● Explain events, ideas or concepts from a 
nonfiction text 

● Describe text structures such as 
compare/contrast, cause/effect, 
problem/solution, and chronological 

● Determine the main idea of a nonfiction text 
● Read smoothly with accuracy and expression 

 

At home, you can… 
● be sure your child is reading books that are 

appropriate for his/her level of 
development 

● set aside quiet time for your child to read 
daily 

● ask your child what new information 
he/she is learning from nonfiction texts 

● promote reading nonfiction texts and 
articles 

● ask questions to encourage deeper 
explanations (see next page for examples) 

Writing  
At school, students will… 

● write informational pieces that include 
main ideas with supporting details 

● consider the purpose and audience when 
developing and organizing their writing 

● plan, revise, and edit their writing with 
               support from peers and adults (see 
               writing example on page 3) 

● achieve a keyboarding goal of 20-25 
words per minute by the end of the year 

At home, you can… 
● encourage your child to research topics that are of 

interest, using technology when possible 
● involve your child in authentic writing experiences, 

such as writing letters to friends or family 
members 

● have your child read aloud what he/she wrote 
● check for accurate spelling of common words 
● make time for keyboarding practice 
● website support:  www.typingclub.com; 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage
1.shtml 

Math 
At school, students will… 

● make sense of problems 
● work with effort to solve them 
● use various models to demonstrate learning  
● understand whole number place value to millions 
● use estimation to solve problems 
● perform multi-digit addition, subtraction, and 

multiplication, and division arithmetic 
● solve problems involving measurement 
● analyze patterns 
● list factors and multiples 

At home, you can… 
● encourage your child to keep trying when 

solving a math problem 
● monitor your child’s math homework 
● practice basic math facts (addition, 

subtraction, multiplication) 
● keep the parent math letter handy for 

reference 
● website support:  www.mathfactspro.com; 

www.coolmath4kids.com;  

 

http://www.typingclub.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/flash/stage1.shtml
http://www.mathfactspro.com/
http://www.coolmath4kids.com/


 
*General Conversation Starters for Reading: 

● Why do you think the author wrote this book?  Can you show me some places in the text 
that makes you think this?  

● What new information did you learn?  Could you use this information in your own life 
situations? 

● What questions do you still have on this topic?  How could you find your answers? 
 
An example of a level R text: 
Bello Nock recently raced up a thin wire on a motorcycle. He drove the motorcycle high over 

thousands of spectators' heads. He's a clown with the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 

Circus. 

To the spectators below, Bello's stunt looked dangerous - and it was. But Bello knew a secret. 

He was using science to help keep himself safe. 

Circus Science 

Bello began performing circus stunts when he was nine years old. He walked on a thin wire 

that was stretched nine feet off the ground. 

To stay on a wire without falling, Bello needs to keep his center of gravity low. An object's 

center of gravity is usually located in the middle of the object. That is where the object's 

weight is centered. 

By crouching and keeping low, Bello keeps his center of gravity low. The lower his center of 

gravity, the harder it is for Bello to fall. 

Bello often carries a heavy metal stick when he performs. The stick bends downward, lowering 

his center of gravity. 

 



Moving On 
Bello also uses Newton's first law of motion when he performs. That law is named for Isaac 

Newton.  He was a scientist who lived about 275 years ago. 

Newton's first law of motion says that a moving object will keep moving unless an outside 

force acts on it. (The law also says that an object at rest will stay that way unless an outside 

force acts on it.) Bello uses that law when he rides his miniature , or tiny, bike. 

As Bello speeds along on his tiny bike, he sometimes has to stop before slamming into a wall. 

To stop, Bello uses the bike's brakes. The brakes create friction  between the bike's tires and 

the ground. The friction is an outside force that slows the bike. 

Friction also changes the bike's motion into heat energy. You could say that Bello's act is really 

hot! 

To see how friction works, rub your hands together as fast as you can. When you rub your 

hands together, they should start to feel warm. Friction between your hands changes into heat 

energy. 

Bello always puts on a high-energy show. "I always want to capture the attention of children," 

he said. He captures their attention with science. 

 



Fourth-grade Informational Writing Sample: 
 
 

Height-Challenged German Shepherd 
 

Have you ever seen a dog with big ears and short legs? Was it so irresistibly cute 
you just wanted to take it home? Chances are, you were looking at a Pembroke Welsh 
corgi. Let me introduce you to a dog of very high intelligence. 

Since Welsh corgis are so intelligent, they are easy to train. One of the jobs they 
are good at is herding sheep and cattle. Welsh corgis are also very loyal companions 
for people of all ages. 

The Welsh corgi’s small size means it doesn’t take up much room as a pet. Its 
average height is 10-12 inches and an adult dog weighs approximately 25-30 pounds. 

Welsh corgis were originally bred in Wales. They come in several colors: red, 
sable, fawn, or black and tan, with or without white markings. Their coats are medium 
length, and they need to be groomed and exercised regularly to stay healthy. The 
corgi’s life span is 12 to 14 years. 

Welsh corgis are known for being bold but kind, friendly, and alert. They are 
friendly to all, good with children, and rarely aggressive. Next time you see a dog that 
looks like a German shepherd in the front seat of a car, look again. It may be a dog 
with a full-sized body and half-sized legs—not a height-challenged German shepherd. 
When it hops out, you might just drop your jaw. 

 

 


